We are extremely grateful to our fellow authors for their
contributions and also for their patience through the
extended gestation period of this work. We are fortunate
that authors have been prepared to update texts submitted
several years ago to ensure that the final text is as up-to-
date as possible at the time of publication. We are grateful
to the authors for their tolerance of our editing activities,
and we trust we have not introduced errors of fact or judge-
ment, and hope we have achieved a reasonable balance.
The published text is the editors’ final responsibility.

It is with sadness that we record the deaths of two of the
originally selected authors. Professor DG MacDonald had
completed his contribution to Chapter 9, the opening sec-
tion on the mouth, salivary glands and oropharynx. The
text he wrote is included with minimal editing and he
remains a full author. Professor Wilhelmina Behan wrote
the original draft text on muscle for Chapter 12. However,
the required balance of that chapter changed as the book
evolved and the muscle section was completely rewritten
in shorter form by one of us (RR). We are grateful to

Professor Behan for her early contribution and are greatly
saddened by her passing.

In addition to named contributors we also wish to
acknowledge the help of various colleagues for contribu-
tions as diverse as proof reading chapters e.g. Dr David
Goudie who constructively criticised Chapter 3, and
Dr Robert Doull who produced and sourced radiological
images for Chapter 16. Numerous other contributors are
acknowledged at specific points in the text.

We also wish to thank the staff of our publishers Hodder
Arnold for their faith that this project would finally reach
fruition, and we would particularly like to thank Jane Tod
who, though she came late to the project, has been a pleas-
ure to work with and has efficiently driven the production
process through its final year.

Finally we wish to thank our families for their support
and encouragement over yet another demand on time that
could have been spent with them. We feel privileged to
have been editors of the 14th edition of this iconic text and
are grateful to our families for allowing us this indulgence.
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